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SPRING 2024 LIBRARY HOURS
Monday - Thursday 7:30 am to 9:45 pm

Friday 7:30 am to 5:45 pm
Saturday Noon to 4:45 pm
Sunday Noon to 9:45 pm

CHECK OUT BOOKS, GROOVE iN THE GROVE, PICK UP RESERVES ON THE 1ST FLOOR 

the library love affair
In an era dominated by digital 
advancements and instant access to 
information, there’s a quiet revolution 
happening among Millennials and 
Gen Zers—the rekindling love aff air 
with libraries, according to a 2023 
report from the American Library 
Association written by Berens and 
Noorda.

Th e report, penned by two professors 
from Portland State University, shows 
that for many Millennials and Gen 
Zers, the library represents more 
than just a repository of books; it’s a 
multifaceted space that caters to various 
needs and interests. One of the driving 
factors behind this renewed aff ection is 
the desire for a break from the constant 
digital barrage. Libraries off er a serene 
and focused environment where 
individuals can immerse themselves 
in literature without the interruptions 
of social media or 
notifi cations.

Moreover, the concept
of sustainability and
eco-consciousness 
resonates strongly
with Millennials and 
Gen Zers. Libraries,
with their emphasis
on shared resources

Berens, Kathi Inman and Rachel
 Noorda, 2023. “Gen Z and Millenials: 
   How Th ey Use Public Libraries and 
     Identify Th rough Media Use.” 
       American Library Association. 
       https://www.ala.org/advocacy/
     sites/ala.org.advocacy/fi les/
 content/tools/Gen-Z-and-
Millennials-Report%20%281%29.pdf

and reduced environmental impact, 
align perfectly with the values of these 
generations. Th e idea of borrowing 
rather than buying resonates well 
in a world that increasingly values 
minimalism and sustainability.

Younger generations tend to be more 
values driven than older ones, and 
libraries’ ethos of sharing seems to 
resonate with Gen Zers and Millennials 
– as does a space that’s free from the 
insipid creep of commercialism. At the 
library, there are no ads and no fees 
– and no cookies tracking and selling 
your behavior.

Th ough libraries have been forced 
to reckon with book bans and the 
politicization of public spaces, Gen  
Zers and Millennials see libraries as a 
kind of oasis –  a place  where      
                           doomscrolling and
                           information overload 
                          can be quieted, at least 
                          temporarily.

Librarians 
labyrinths
Librarians
labyrinths
These two workshops will 
help you navigate the ethical 
landscape of artificial 
intelligence tools.

Byte-Sized Beginnings
Tuesday, 3/5/24 4-5 pm
Let's start at the
beginning by exploring 
the exciting world of 
generative language
models and the future
of AI.

Ready Player One
Thursday, 3/7/24 4-5 pm
Take your skills to the 
next level in this hands-
on workshop that will help 
you harness AI tools for
   your research.

Both workshops will take 
place in the Innovation
Lab on the 2nd floor.

Presented by Stefani Baldivia 
and Michelle Mussuto.
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MAKE STUFF, CHECK OUT TECH, PRiNT, VISIT THE REFERENCE DESK ON THE 2ND FLOOR

meet you at the INNOVATION LAB
           3D Printers
       3D Scanners
      Vinyl Cutter
     Button maker
 Creative Pen Display              
High-Powered Computing

            Solidworks
                    ProTools
                          LogicPro
                               AutoCad

                      . . . and so much more!

                               Laptops
                                 GoPro Cameras
                                 DSLR Cameras
                              Art Tablets
                           Webcams
       Graphing Calculators
     Chargers and Power Adapters
   Personal Wifi Mobile Hotspots
AV Adapters and Cable
                    . . . and so much more!

on the

2nd

floor!
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play              
mputing
rks

learn 
more

innovation lab is open and staffed during library hours

at the star center

all the things we do

momentum since its inception in the 
mid-1990s. It is qualitative research. 
Th is research methodology invites 
research participants to document 
aspects of their lives through 
photography and then provide 
either written or oral accounts of 
the photos they take.  Photovoice is 
designed to showcase participants as 
the experts on their life experiences 
and is a process by which people 
can identify, represent, and enhance 
their community through a specifi c 
photographic technique.
   Photovoice makes you the expert, 
and it’s your voice the library wants 
to hear! Students who wish to 
participate and have questions about 
the study should contact the Principal 
Investigator, Michelle Mussuto, at 
mmussuto@csuchico.edu or 530-898-
5836 or visit Michelle at her offi  ce in 
the Meriam Library, room 112.

                                        Are you a Chico 
                                        State undergrad,                                                                   
                                           at least 18 years 
                                   old, who self-
                      identifi es as Indigenous, 
Asian, Asian-Pacifi c Islander, East Asian 
or Southeast Asian? We're looking 
for 30 students to take photos around 
the library and talk in a group setting 
about about how you feel about the 
library space.
   If you agree to participate in this 
photovoice study, you will be asked to 
fi ll out a short demographic survey, 
sign an informed consent form, take 
photos and talk about your photos in 
a group setting. At the end, you will be 
compensated with a $50 gift  card.
   Your participation in this study is 
voluntary. You may exit the research 
study at any time for any reason. Th ere 
are no potential risks to participants.  
   Photovoice is a form of participatory 
action research that has been gaining 

YOU CAN MAKE THE LIBRARY BETTER!

Scan to learn more about what your library can do for you!


RESEARCH BREAKDOWN
Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays

1-3 pm

WEDNESDAY, 2/14/24
BSS Databases

Noon-1 pm
Advanced

Database Searching
1-2 pm

THURSDAY, 2/15/24
Advanced

Database Searching
Noon-1 pm

BSS Databases
1-2 pm

WEDNESDAY, 3/6/24
Introduction to Zotero

3-4 pm

WEDNESDAY, 4/24/24
APA Citations

3:30-4:30 pm
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The Books Are Back! 3rd Floor open soon

1950s construction of original  3-story building

BROWSE THE BOOKS, SCAN SPECIAL COLLECTIONS, FIND A STUDY ROOM ON THE 3RD FLOOR

  Last semester, a new Chico State 
student asked where all the books 
were in Meriam Library. All he 
could see were bound periodicals, 
and that seemed a bit strange for 
a university library. Th e books, 
of course, were on the shuttered 
third fl oor where they had been 
sleeping under protective sheeting 
since last June when renovations 
to that fl oor began. While patrons 
were able to order needed books 
through InterLibrary Services last 
semester, the closure of the third 
fl oor seemed to cut access to the 
physical sources of information for 
the campus community.

  Library renovations such as this 
have been completed in stages over 
the last few years, primarily to 
ensure that the library stays open 
every semester, rather than having 
a total closure that could last a year 
or more. Cal Poly San Luis Obispo’s 
Kennedy Library, for example, is 
closed for two years as it undergoes 
renovations.

Our library has undergone a 
few minor renovations over the 
last few years. New carpet has 
been installed on all fl oors. Th e 
fourth fl oor has been updated with 
new energy-effi  cient lighting, a 
better ceiling grid, and an HVAC 
modernization (which is what is 
happening to the third fl oor now). 
Th e availability of emergency 
federal funds following the 
pandemic allowed for the purchase 
and installation of new furniture 
that off ers more comfortable and 
fl exible seating arrangements, 
single and group study areas, and 
additional power options. Th e 
Innovation Lab on the second fl oor 
is the newest space for students 
to gather and utilize Makerspace 
equipment (like 3D printing) and 
technology lending. 

  Back in 1887, when the Chico 
State Normal School was founded, 
the library consisted of 350 books 
and a reading area housed in one 
small room. By 1900, the library 
had grown to 8,900 volumes with 
periodicals and reference books. 
Books could only be checked out 
for a week; if a student wanted 
to get a second book, it had to 
be about a diff erent subject. In 
1927, the Normal School building 
burned down, and the library was 
lost. In 1933, the library found a 
semi-permanent home in Trinity 
Hall, where it was simply known 

as “Th e Library.” Th e Chico State 
College Library was built in 1959 
and expanded in 1975 and again 
in 1981. Rather than tearing down 
the original 1959 building, builders 
simply incorporated it into the 
newer building. Th is is evident 
in the diff erent columns behind 
the Reference Desk on the second 
fl oor; the round columns are part 
of the 1975 structure.

During this fi nal expansion, 
the library was dedicated as the 
Meriam Library by the family 
of Ted Meriam. Meriam, an 
infl uential and highly regarded 
local businessman, owned Oser’s 
Department Store, served as Chico’s 
mayor from 1949 to 1957, and was 
a longtime member of the CSU 
Board of Trustees.
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The original  3-story library in 1969

Meriam Musing. Every year, Wayne State University in Detroit releases a list of words that 
have fallen out of use but are so descriptive and charming that they should definitely make 
it back into the popular lexicon. From their 2024 Top 10 Word Warriors list, check out these 
gems: Blatherskite, a person who talks at great length without making much sense; Pawky, 
having a mocking or cynical sense of humor; Petrichor, the pleasant smell that accompanies 
the first rain after a long period of dry weather; Rawgabbit, a person who speaks confidently 
but ignorantly; and Twankle, to twang with the fingers on a musical instrument. 

                      look out for the
                       Silent Scavenger Search
                    on the 3rd floor
                   February 19-25!
                Enter to Win!
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scholarworks:  information equity

wildcat display 
cases waiting 4 u!

findyour
librarian
OUR LiBRARiANS WORK 

WiTH iNDiViDUAL 
COLLEGES AND 

THEiR DEPARTMENTS 
TO SUPPORT THE 

SPECiFiC NEEDS OF 
CLASS REQUiREMENTS!         
SCAN THiS TO LEARN MORE 

ABOUT YOUR  LiBRARiAN AND  
TO SCHEDULE A ONE-ON-ONE 

APPOiNTMENT:

MERIAM MORSELS New an d coo l things at  the library!
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

charging lockers
       Do you get  
      distracted by  
      your phone? Do 
      you need a 
     charge? Is your 
    phone covered in 
germs? Our secure 

c
     
      d
     
     
   c
  p
germ

charging towers power 
up your phone or tablet 
while sanitizing them with 
ultraviolet light. There’s 
a tower on 
every floor 
equipped 
with seven 
lockers. 
Learn more 
by scanning!

Meriam 
Library has 
two glass 
display cases 
that can be 
reserved 
by student 
organizations. You can 
reserve one case for a 
month and show off your 
student group’s mad skills! 
The Wildcat Display cases 
are located on the 4th 
fl oor, near the Children’s 
Literature Collection. SCan 
the qr code for more info!

STUDY STOICALLY, LINGER OVER LOCAL WRITERS, TIME FOR TUTORING ON THE 4TH FLOOR

STUDENT PRINT CENTER

Need to print something 
special? The Student Print 
Center on the 2nd floor 
provides quick turn-around 
copy and print options. Most 
services are available as 
self-service or can be done 
while you wait, and include:

Printing, copying, 
laminating

Scanning and 
faxing

Specialty or
oversized
paper printing 

Binding and other
supply purchasing









HELP!    ScholarWorks is a shared 
institutional repository that provides 
permanent digital storage and access 
to a variety of types of intellectual 
assets via a single online destination. 
It is designed to capture, preserve, 
and make openly available research, 
creative works, and the other 
scholarly output of all members of the 
CSU community. Collections include 
CSU student dissertations, graduate 
projects and theses, undergraduate 
capstones, faculty publications, 
datasets, and teaching materials.   
   An amazing amount of research 
comes from our Chico State 
students. Last academic year, our 
ScholarWorks team catalogued 
and uploaded 116 undergraduate 
capstone projects, 42 graduate 
theses, and 13 graduate projects. 
Of the 1,550 publications in our 
repository, almost all have been 
authored by students. Th eir work 
has been downloaded 80,279 times. 
And we are just one university in 
the CSU; consider the amount of 
knowledge that now lives forever 

in ScholarWorks from all of our 23 
campuses. 
  ScholarWorks is committed to open 
access. Th is means that anyone with 
an internet connection can freely 
access and benefi t from the wealth 
of knowledge stored within the 
repository. Th is ethos aligns with 
the belief that knowledge should 
be accessible to all, transcending 
geographical, fi nancial, and 
invisible barriers. Many items in 
ScholarWorks are available in ADA-
compliant and accessible forms to 
promote equity in knowledge access. 
Making academic work available 
online in accessible formats off ers 
wider dissemination for authors, 
particularly to those audiences 
outside the traditional academy and 
to underrepresented voices within,
contributing to
information equity
and justice.
To learn more,
please scan the
QR code.


